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“The Play’s the thing !”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


Drurp Dane Cheatre. 

Last night, at this Theatre, we enjoyed a rich treat, in witnessing 
Mr. Kean’s admirable performance of Sir Giles Overreach, in Massin- 
ger’s Play of 4 New Way to Pay Old Debits. We have always con- 
sidered this one of the most perfect of Mr. Kean’s performances, as 
a whole, and he last night gave full importance to all the principal 
scenes. Nothing could be finer than his expression of surprise at his 
nephew’s change of manner—‘*“ His fortune swells him !—’Tis rank ; 
he’s married!” nor the hypocritical tone in which he pronounced— 
“ My Nephew !” His look of approbation at Margaret’s appearance, 
and his exultation at Lord Lovell’s attentions to her, were also 
equally goed. But the whole of the last scene was a masterpiece :— 
as he uttered “ I’m feeble, some widow’s curse hangs on my sword,” 
he looked exactly as if the curse had at the very moment withered up 
his arm ; and the dreadful look of despair he cast en his daughter, as 
he was lifted from the ground, was truly harrowing. He was fre- 
quently, loudly and deservedly applauded. The Play was excellently 
cast. Farren’s Marrall was an exceeding clever piece of acting ; and 
Cooper, J. Vining, H. Wallack,, Webster, Mrs. Faucit, and Miss 
Faueit, did justice to their respective parts. The Porirait of Cer- 
vanies, and X.Y. Z. were the afterpieces, in each of which Liston 
kept the audience in a roar.—There was a good house. 


€ovent Garden < heatre. 

Tue Tragedy of Venice Preserved was last night performed at this 
house, when Miss Fanny Kemble appeared, for the first time, in the 
character of Belvidera, and by her admirable performance not only 
justified the high eulogiums we have bestowed upon her, but even sur- 
passed the expectations we had formed from her Juliet. We still re- 
main too powerfully excited by her splendid performance to allow us 
to attempt a regular criticism, and shall content ourselves with stating, 
that all the impassioned scenes were given with a force and jadgment, 
with a passion and intensity of feeling, which must be witnessed to 
be believed: her final parting with Jafier, and her mad scene, were 
truly beautiful, and were, as indeed was the whole of her performance, 
most enthusiastically applauded. Warde, as Jaffer, fell into the com- 
mon ertror of actors in the part, and either whined or ranted most 
outrageously. 

C. Kemble, we confess with regret, disappointed us in Pierre, for 
though there was nothing to offend, he certainly did not produce the 
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effect we anticipated. "The Play has been ‘got tip with ¢ate ; the see- 
nery was quite new by the Messrs, Grieve, and was very beautiful, par- 
ticularly the first scene of the ducal palace ; the dresses were also ap- 
propriate and splendid. At the close of the Tragedy, when Mr. Bart- 
ley came forward to give out the play, there was a Joud and general 
call for Miss Kemble, and after some time, C. Kemble appeared, and 
thus addressed the audience ;—“ Ladies and Gentlemen, I hope, nay, 
I believe it is unnecessary for me to say that both myself and’my 
daughter are grateful for the honor you intend her, but when I tel} 
you her exertions have so overcome her as to render her unable to ap- 
pear, you will permit me to announce that this Tragedywill be repeated 
every Wednesday and Friday till further notice ;"’ he then retired 
amidst shonts of applause. The Poachers followed.—The house was 
quite full, but not crowded ;—part of the orchestra was let off, and 
about twenty gentlemen oceupied the seats. 


Otymrtc Toearre.—Black Eyed Sukey has been so successful that 
it will be repeated every night this week, with Jack'Robinson and hie 
Monkey, being the last week of M. Gouffe’s performance, with The 
Dog of Montargis, in which the celebrated dog, Bruin, will perform. 


To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer. 

Dear Mr. Enron, 1 address you from the Cigar Divan,King-street, Covent 
Garden, having just popt in to take a cup of Coffee, whiff a true Havannah, 
kill an hour over one or two of the Morning and Evening Papers—skim the 
Magazines, and play a game of Chess—delightful place——Just wish to say a 
word—beg pardon, hope | don’t intrude—but will you excuse me—I have to 
mention, that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends, and the 
fashiorable world, at one or other of the Grand Lownges about town. 

On Monday, must take another peep at the two new views, at the Diditama, 
Regent’s Park— was puzzled to decide which was the most beautiful, St.Peter’s, 
or the Village of Thiers—both exquisitely painted—the pictorial illusion eom- 
ay water flowing, smoke ascending, sun shining—quite nature itself.— 

ad difficulty to persuade a fair lady next me, that we were really viewing 
merely pictures. Shall put off my journey to Italy, as I’m told, sub rosa, we 
—— other views from that classic soil ; and if as good as St. Peter’s wil 
satisfy me. 

On Tuesday, I on into the Exhibition of Scutprure, in Old Bond Street, 
to view the figures, lifesize, of Tam O’Shanter and Souter Johnny—work of 
a self-taught artist, James Thom—deliglited beyond measure—fully expeeted 
to hear Tam’s uproa.ious laugh—the ‘expression so perfeet; posse of figures 
admirable. Whoever has read Burns, (and who has not?) must see them— This 
very ingenious Exhibition closes in the course of a few weeks. 

On Wednesday, previous to visiting "Change, I step into the Paul’s Head 
Assembly Rooms, Cateaton Street—inspect the magnificent Exhibition of Mu- 
sical and Mechanical Automa—-Two Automaton Trumpeters, as large as life, 
Musical Lady, Juvenile Artist,, Rope Dancer, Magician, Walking Figure, a 
maguificent Vase, made by order of Napoleon, Birds, Beasts, &c. 

On Friday, I drop in to examine Miss Linsood’s curious Needle-Work, in 
Leicester Square. 

I daily, between | and 4, qualify Mrs. Pry’s discordant notes with some bar- 
mony divine, and may be found at The Apollonicon, 101, St. Martin’s Lane,— 
Market and Fishermen's Chorus, from the Opera of Masaniello, enchanting ! 
but I intrude—beg pardon. _ our’s, PAUL PRY. 


Printed and Published by E. Thomas, Denmark Court, Exeter-sireet, Strand. 
1) Communications must be post paid.— Printing in General. 
GM The Observer is delivered daily at the Résidencesof the Subs¢ribers at 
2s. per Month. 
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‘Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 
This Evening, (6th time) a New Comedy, in 5 Acts, called 


Follies of Fashion. 


Lord Splashton, Mr WALLACK, 
Sir Harry:Lureall.............+++++++ Mr JONES, 
Counter, ‘Mr W. FARREN, 
Sir Simon Foster......Mr W. BENNETT, 
George Foster, Mr COOPER, 
Major O’Simper............Mr H. WALLACK. 


Lady Splashton, Miss MORDAUNT, 
Emily,,Mrs NEWCOMBE, Jenny, Mrs ORGER, 
Mrs Counter, Mrs GLOVER, 

Lady Mary Fretful........Miss FAUCIT, 
Flimsy, Mrs WEBSTER. 








To which will be added, the Farce of 


The Happiest. Day of my Life. 


Mr Dudley, Mr W. BENNETT, Frederick, Mr LEE, 
Mr Gillman, Mr LISTON, 
Charles, Mr J. VINING, John, Mr YARNOLD, 
Mr Jones, Mr S. JONES, Thomas, Mr HONNER, 
Mrs Dudley, Mrs GLOVER, Mrs Grimley, Mrs C. JONES, 

Sophia, Miss FAUCIT, Mary, Mrs NEWCOMBE. 

Miss Stokes, Miss GOULD, 
Mrs Taylor...essossMrs WEBSTER, Jane... .. sooeeeMrs EAST. 





To conclude with the Farce of 


Comfortable Lodgings. 


Sir Hippington Mié,.Mr LISTON,, Dorville, Mr LEE, 
Captain Bonassus, Mr BENNETT, Mons, de Caché, Mr}BROWNE, 
Rigmarole,.Mr HARLEY, Roué, Mr WEBSTER, 
Bombardier Babillard, Mr ‘PAYLEURE, Gregory, Mr HUGHES. 


Madame Bonassus, Mrs C. JONES; Antoinette; Mrs FAWCETT. 
‘To-morrow, Othello, and Masaniello. 
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Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 








FOR, THE BENEFIT OF THE 


Licensed Victuallers’ Asylum. 








This Evening, the Comedy of 


JOHN BULL. 


Sir Simon Rochdale: .... ..... Mr BLANCHARD, 
Peregrine, Mr WARDE, 
Hon. Tom Shuffeton, Mr WRENCH, 
Frank Rochdale, Mr DURUSET, Simon, Mr EVANS, 
Job bse mila Mr FAWCETT, 
Dennis Brulgruddery. ..Mr POWER, 
Earl Fitzba aam, "Mr BAKER, 
Dan, Mr MEADOWS, Pennyman, Mr TURNOUR, 
John, Mr HENRY, Robert, Mr HEATH, 
John Burr, Mr ATKINS, Williams, Mr MEARS. 


Mary Thornberry, Mrs KEELEY. 
Lady Caroline Braymore, Mrs CHATTERLEY, 
Mrs Brulgr addery, Mrs DAVENPORT. 





In the course of the Evening, 


“¢ Rise Gentle Moon,” by Miss HUGHES. 


And an Address will be spoken ‘by Miss Saker, 
(Only Eleven Years of Age). 





To conclude with the Melo-Dramatic Spectacle of 


PETER WILKINS. 


Peter Wilkins, Mrs VINING, 
JohnAdams, Mr HORREBOW, O’Scud, MrPOWER, 
Nichodamus Crowquil, Mr KEELEY, 

The Nondescript, or Wild Man, Mr’E. J. PARSLOE, 


Yourawkee, Mrs KEELEY, 
Hallycarnie....... sce. Miss J. SCOTT. 


To-morrow, Veniée Preserved, and A Roland for an Oliver. 
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